
ANCS 241 : Ancient Mediterranean History 

In antiquity, the Mediterranean Sea united rather than divided cultures. This course surveys ancient civilizations 
around the Mediterranean basin, paying particular attention to the cultural interactions that shaped and 
transformed the earliest history of this region. The course focuses upon four key centers of civilization: the 
kingdoms of the Near East, Egypt, Greece and Rome. Among the topics we will consider: Hittite and Mycenaean 
relationships during the Bronze Age, Greek colonization and interaction with Egyptians, Phoenicians, Italians, 
and Near Eastern cultures during the 7th and 6th centuries B.C., the Persian empire and its clash with the 
Greeks in the 5th century, and Roman expansionism during the Roman Republic. Reading includes primary 
texts in English. 
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