
POLS 351 : Democracy and Democratization 

Though Comparative Politics has been trying to understand why and how countries democratize for many 
years, the recent events in the Middle East and North Africa offer fresh opportunities to test old theories and 
develop new ones. In this course we will analyze definitions of democracy and various hypotheses that can help 
explain the timing of transitions from authoritarian rule, and why attempts at democratization succeed or fail, 
using examples from the Arab Spring and elsewhere. (Subfield Designation: CP) (A.R.T.S Designation: A) 
Credits  3 
Prerequisites 
POLS 111: Intro to Comparative Politics & International Relations 
Attributes 
Alternate Year 
Diversity International 
Pre-req 
Social Sciences 
Upper-Level 
Writing Intensive 
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